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4 Intermediate Liberal Arts Credits 

History has been the unfortunate ground on which many of South Asia’s fiercest political battles have played, and 
continue to play themselves out. This course considers a few of the key debates that have animated South Asian history. 
These include debates on the nature of colonialism, nationalism; the shape of a free India; the founding principles of the 
states of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Afghanistan; and the legacy of colonialism on democracy, 
development, and globalization in these South Asian countries. We will also consider how recourse to certain 
interpretations of ‘history’ has influenced the crafting of policy and politics. Structured chronologically, the course 
begins with a study of colonialism in the early nineteenth century and ends by considering the challenges of deepening 
democratization, unequal development and the varied manifestations of globalization. 

Prerequisites: (FCI1000 or AHS1000) and (WRT1001or RHT1000) 
Credits 4.00 
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